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PARENTS' NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION 


I venture to write to you in the belief that the work 
of the Parents 1 national Educational Union, founded by Miss 
Charlotte Mason, is known to you, and that the increasing 
part which Mies Mason 1 s philosophy and methods of teaching 
are playing in the educational system of our country have 
come under your observation. 

The Parents 1 Union School curriculum, originally in- 
tended for the home schoolroom, has found its way from there 
t o private, preparatory and secondary schools, and, during 
the last ten years, to an increasing number of public 
elementary schools, some four hundred of which are now being 
taught by these methods, using the prescribed books, and 
following the programmes of work devised by the Director of 
the Parents 1 Union School at Ambleside. 

It Ic important therefore that young teachers 
--..Id he able to study Miss Mason's principles of 
education and obtain practice in her methods of teaching 
curing their period of training. Moreover, at the 
^eaumauters 1 Conference held last December in Brighton, 

Dr, Lyttelton introduced a discussion on Charlotte Mason 1 s 
methods, and, following a. resolution proposed by 
me ana seconded by Dr. Norwood, Headmaster of Harrow, 
a bud- comm it tee v/aa formed to discuss the whole question, 
in consequence of this, we foresee a larger demand for 
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teachers Qualified to teach on these lines. The Training 
College of our Union, founded by Charlotte Mason at Ambles ide 
cannot meet the already existing demand for teachers for 
home schoolrooms, small Claeses and private schools; and it 
is probable that preparatory and possibly public schools may 
in zhe future adopt Miss Mason’s methods, and will therefore 
require teachers trained in them who are also graduates of a 
university. My Committee has, therefore, appointed a a sub- 
committee to consider the best lines of meeting this demand. 

This sub-committee feels that very little can be done 
without the co-operation of the Training Departments of the 
British Universities, and would respectfully ask the Directors 
of the Training Departments to consider the possibility of 
introducing into their syllabuses the principal books of 
Charlotte Mason, and of including among the optional questions 
in their examination papers questions that bear upon them. 

This sub-committee would also ask that students studying for 
the^ diploma, who wish to qualify to use the Charlotte Mason 
methods, should be allowed to gain their practice in teaching 
in such schools as are recognised as efficient exponents of 
those methods. 

I hope you will be good enough to give this letter 
your^ earnest consideration and will all^W representatives 
01 tne sub-committee to call upon you at a not too distant 
late to discuss the subject further. 


Youre truly 


Chairman of the Executive of the p.N. E.U< and 
Headmaster of Westminster School, 



Miss Parish, principal, House of 
Educat i on , Ambles ide , 


Dr. Telford Petrie, College of 
Technology, Manchester, 


Miss pitching, Director, Parents' 
Union School. 


Mr. Hickson, 3 . A- Co-Pr inoipal , 
Qldfeld School, Swanage . 


Mr . H . W. Household, M. A * , Education 
Secretary for Gloucestershire. 
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15th March, 1927, 


Dear Dr. Costley-White , 

I must ask you to forgive me for not attending more 
promptly to your letter of March 10 th with reference to the 
Patents* National Educational Union* An abnormally heavy 
rush of work and engagements must be ray inadequate excuse* 

I am, of course, not unfamiliar with Miss Mason 1 s 
work and never fall to our students 1 attention to it* 

We prescribe scarcely any books for students 1 reading, 
thinking it better to encourage them to follow pp their own 
special tastes and preferences. ^his does not, however, 
mean that we do not recommend books to their attention. 

Since I heard from you 1 have had a latter fron 
Miss Whyte asking me to see Mr, Household and have, with much 
pleasure, given him the appointment suggested, 

X am. 



Principal. 
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Be ar hiss Whyte, 


I Had what I regard as a most satisfactory 
interview with Dr, Percy Bonn. 

I pat the two points of our request - not 
perhaps exactly as our latter puts than, hut in the only 
manner in which I think it at all lively that Training 
Departments will generally concede them at present: namely 
If _ students declare their desire to qualify to teach by the 
Charlotte on methods will he (1) give facilities for 
their study by including some of her cooks in the syllabus 
and ( £) send them to take their teaching practice in 
P.H. 2 .U, Schools. 


Dr, ifunn said that as his people were 
going out into the public Secondary schools in which at 
present there is little or no demand for experience on our 
lines he could not concentrate to any degree on our methods : 
he must give what is wanted. But he -oea call attention to 
Charlotte .-as on and her boohs and methods* He prescribes 
no boohs for the diploma cut students are invited to send 
in during the year a study of some educational reformer 
(I think: that was the effect of what he said); and that any 
student who wanted to qualify in the Charlotte lias on methods 
could take her and her books as his theme* He also premised 
that if any student presents himself or herself he will 
see thiit the three weeks teaching practice which all students 
have to t ake in a public elementary school are taken in a 
£•£•33.0. school such as yraaciseaa Hoad, w ither the Boarc, 
will allow him to send them for further practice to a 
private School such as ^iss faunae's he is rather doubtful. 

He asks that he may be supplied with a list of the Schools 
of all types that are following our methods and are approved 
by us in London and its immediate vicinity. It is not as a 
rule possible for the London students to go so far afield 
aa Oxford and Cambridge Students go* 

It is up to us now to find seme student 
who will ask for an opportunity to study the methods, 

I said I should like to have an 
opportunity in trie autumn of addressing the students and 
he said that he should be very glad to give it. He also 
hopes to visit a I>._,.2.U. School in Gloucea ter shire. He 
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has never jet seen one anywhere* He describee hi ms elf 
as cm the left via* of the Training colleges ana. svanattietic 
towards air ideals. ^ e ' i10 


a tart. 


i thinh tins may he considered a good 


Yours sincerely, 


'H>5, 


niss Whyte, 
dT*£*U* 

6 Victoria street, 

loud on s « i it 
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?lst March, 1927. 


H. H«up >hold, Sag, , 
County ducstion Offioe, 
Shirs Hall, 

Gloucester. 


Dear Ur. Houe ahold, 

-iany thanks for jour letter of the iBth Thioh 
^ r ' • '•rsjiVrlin and I find moat interesting, and I 
kno -7 the C0m7.it tee will too, 

T am gen din: Dr. Hnnn a Mat of approved P.K.3.U. 

school a in hand on 'There students might go for their 
teaching rraotloe. 

I rish he could come to Cirencester* 

Yours sincerely. 


Secretary. 
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London Day Training College* 

Southampton Row* 


Bear Bit, 

hr. Household has told me of hie visit to you 
on Thursday, He wishes me to send you a list of 
approved schools in London where students might 
take their teaching practice if this could be 
arranged* I am afraid we have no good boys* school 
actually in London. 

It occurs to me that you might like to go and 
see one of these schools at workj and X am enelostag 
introductions to one elementary and one secondary 
school* 

I suppose it would not be possible for you to 
come to the P. . .U* Conference in Cirencester, of 
which I enclose a notice. As you will see, we are 
arranging visits to Gloucestershire schools working 
on P* ,E,U. methods during this Conference, 

Please d not bother to reply to this letter* 
Yours truly. 


Seor tary. 
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I venture to write to you in the belief that the_ work 
of the Parents' National Educational Union, founded oy^iss 
Charlotte Mason, is known to you, and that tne increasing 
part which Miss Mason 1 s philosophy and metnods of teaching 
are playing in the educational system of our country have 
come under your observation. 


The parents 1 Union School curriculum, originally in ~ 
tended for the home schoolroom, has found its way xrom Z-. 
to private, preparatory and secondary schools, _ and, our x 0 
the last ten years, to an increasing number ox public 
elementary schools, some four hundred ox which are now - 
taught by these methods, using the prescribed books , ana 
following the programmes of work devised by the Director 
the parents 1 Union School at Ambles ide. 


It is important therefore that young teachers 
should be able to study Miss Mason 1 s principles of 
education and obtain practice in her methods of teaching 
during their period of training. Moreover, at the 
Headmasters 1 Conference held last December in Brighton, ^ 
j r . Lyttelton introduced a. discussion on Charlotte Mas 
methods, and, following a resolution proposed by 
me seconded by Dr . “Norwood > Headmaster of Harrow, 

a sub-committee was formed to discuss the whole 
In consequence of this, we foresee a larger demand i or 
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fceachers qualified to teach on these lines. The Training 
College of our Union, founded by Charlotte Mason at Ambleside, 
cannot meet the already existing demand for teachers for 
home schoolrooms, small classes and private schools; and it 
is probable that preparatory and possibly public schools may 
in the future adopt Miss Mason's methods, and will therefore 
require teachers trained in them who are also graduates of a 
university. My Committee has, therefore, appointed a x sub- 
committee to consider the best lines of meeting this demand. 

This sub-committee feels that very little can be done 
without the co-operation of the Training Departments of the 
British Universities, and would respectfully ask the Directors 
of the Training Departments to consider the possibility of 
introducing into their syllabuses the principal books of 
Charlotte Mason, and of including among the optional questions 
in their examination papers questions that bear upon them. 

This sub-committee would also ask that students studying for 
the diploma, who wish to qualify to use the Charlotte Mason 
methods, should be allowed to gain their practice in teaching 
in such schools as are recognised as efficient exponents of 
those methods. 

I hope you will be good enough to give this letter 
your earnest consideration and will all t? representatives 
of the sub-committee to call upon you at a not too distant 
date to discuss the subject further. 

Yours truly, 


Chairman of the Executive of the P.N.E.U* and 
Headmaster of Westminster School, 


Mem cer e q f Sub-C omm i 1 1 e e . 

I “ e * ev ■ H . Cob t ley-White, D.D. 
-he Lady Cottesloe, Vice-Pres. 


P * N E U 

i'iSB Faunae , Principal, P.N.E.U. 

S T c ; hoal ) Queen's Gardens, W.P, 
lo^Hon lire. Franklin, Hon. Sec, 
, PTt 3 ident , N .0 . W . 
I “ is ? Srier, U.A., PrincinE 

Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford.' 


Mr. Hickson, 5. A. Co-Principal, 
Oldfeld School, Swanage. 

Mr. H. W . HouseholdjM . A • , Education 
Secretary for Gloucestershire. 
Miss Kitching, Director, Parents 1 
Union School. 

Miss Parish, principal, House oi 
Education, Ambleside, 

Dr. Telford petrie, College of 
Technology, Manchester. 


